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panied by a friend. Examples are not wanting in which

charges of an equally serious character have been advanced,
and in which, after the expenditure of time and money, as
well as the endurance of temporary suspicion and that social
discomfort which must of necessity be attendant upon so
grave an accusation, a verdict of "Not guilty" has been
the result. As compared with this recent charge, few cases
have offered so serious a combination of facts calculated to

have impressed with additional importance the statements

of the accuser. It was not asserted that she was indebted

to Mr. HUNTER, or that she had acted with reference to

him in such a manner as to indicate either personal ill-

will or a desire to do him a professional injury. Her counsel

contended that she had rather an interest in his continued

success, as she believed that she derived benefit from his

treatment. It was argued as a possible motive for so ter-

rible a charge that HUNTER had refused to prescribe for the
prosecutrix any longer unless he was paid at the time of each
visit ; but it did not appear that any fees were due. The imme-
diate case for the prosecution rested entirely on the evidence of
a dying woman, to whom it might fairly be presumed the
passions and intrigues, the losses or gains, of this life were of
small moment compared with the receipt of such relief as might
soothe her sufferings or prolong her life. It was feared that she

might not have survived till the day of trial. She appeared in
the witness-box presenting the aspect of one whose days were
numbered. It was affirmed that she had a short time previously
received the sacrament, and the jury by her counsel were asked
to believe that her narrative was a true one, and that, whether
confirmed or not confirmed by facts or witnesses, she would
shrink from entering eternity with a lie upon her lips. We

impress these circumstances as showing the formidable diffi-
culties in the way of an acquittal. The prisoner’s counsel con-
tended that the story was in the highest degree improbable ;
that the time and place of the alleged assault were alike

opposed to the probability of its commission, inasmuch as
it was at an hour when many patients were in an adjoining
room, and but slight resistance would have summoned aid.
He urged that the charge was made in consequence of a prose-
cution for assault having been instituted against the husband
and brother of the accuser, and that the prosecution was
undertaken with a view of meeting that case. To this it was

replied that the charge of the offence had been previously
advanced, and that the assault was the consequence of the
statement of the prosecutrix in reference to the treatment she
had received. The reputation of neither the husband nor the
brother of the prosecutrix was of such standing as to com-
mand unlimited confidence. This, coupled with the fact that
no immediate accusation had been advanced, and that no direct
confirmation was offered, rightly influenced the decision of the
jury and induced them to return a verdict of " Not guilty." IOf that verdict the public will no doubt judge, and by that
verdict will be enabled to estimate the peril to which medical
practitioners maybe exposed should they, from mistaken notions
of delicacy, institute medical examinations which afford oppor-
tunities for the advancing of such serious accusations. Had the
evidence of the prosecutrix been received as conclusive a most
dangerous precedent would have been established. Mr. Justice
BYLES, in placing the case before the jury, set forth the alter-
native proposition-" whether the prisoner had committed a
grave offence, or whether the prosecutrix had committed wilful

and deliberate perjury." In finding a verdict of " Not guilty"
the jury must be taken to have either adopted the latter alter-
native, or to have believed that the facts did not warrant a.

conviction. If the former be the case, it is difficult to express

adequate abhorrence of the entire transaction. A grave assault
and a fearful ignominy have been inflicted on an innocent man.
It is impossible to fathom the depths of human wickedness or
to search the secrets of the human heart on such an assump-
tion. Experience can suggest no parallel, and pity frame no
excuse for the conduct of the prosecutrix. Her victim is

without redress. She will soon be beyond the reach of human
justice. He will derive small satisfaction from the punish-
ment of the husband and brother, who may have been misled.

This trial, we repeat, is not without its instruction, which
our professional brethren will do well to bear in their recol-
lection.

WE referred last week to the disease at Norwich, and men-
tioned that in consequence of Lord BURY’S address the homoeo-

pathic treatment was being employed. We were glad to learn
from Norwich that, on application to the Cattle Plague Com-
mission, a veterinary surgeon was despatched thither to watch
the results. Lord LEICESTER has offered a prize of one hundred
guineas for the discovery of a method of cure of rinderpest.
The Norwich Cattle Association will award the prize. The

conditions are : lst. Sixty per cent. of the animals to be cured.
2nd. Thirty beasts at least to be treated. 3rd. Every case to ba
certified as rinderpest by veterinary surgeons. Well, after much

haggling as to the cases to be selected, twenty-one animals were
taken by the homoeopathists and put under their care and

treatment. Twenty of them are dead ; and now the London

veterinary surgeon who undertook the experiment has retired
from the field. Some efforts are being made to induce the
London Homoeopathic Association to send other agents and

undertake a further trial, but we should think it very doubtful
whether they will do so ; they will probably prefer to under-
take cases where there is no inspection and where there are no

conditions.

Medical Annotations.

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF
SURGEONS.

11 Ne quid nimis."

ONE of the half-yearly examinations for the Fellowship of
the College of Surgeons has just been held, and cannot be
allowed to pass without comment. The Fellowship was in-
stituted in order to form an elective body by whom the Council
might be chosen; and the order is supposed to embrace all
the leading surgical talent of the day, and therefore the pos-
session of the Fellowship diploma is anxiously coveted by all
the younger members of the profession who hope to become
brilliant constellations in later years. Not only so, for the
possession of the Fellowship is absolutely necessary for the
tenure of office at many of our metropolitan hospitals ; and
the governors of those institutions not unnaturally regard the
fact of a candidate’s having passed the ordeal as some proof of
his fitness to be entrusted with the care of their patients.
What then is the nature of the test applied on these occasions? Z
To begin a.!) initio, a candidate must be twenty-five years of
age, and have been studying surgery for six years, four of
which must be spent at a London hospital ; this rule being-
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artfully framed so as to bring money directly into the pockets
of the makers of the said law-metropolitan hospital surgeons.
He must also have been dresser or house-surgeon at an hos-
pital, and must present clinical reports of six cases taken by
himself. Or, supposing him to have been a member of the
College for twelve years, he can come up for examination with-
out any of these preliminaries.
As regards the professional examination, the law is that the

test shall be by written papers, and shall occupy two days.
The subjects of the first day’s examination are Anatomy and
Physiology ; those of the second day are Pathology, Thera-
peutics, and Surgery, and the candidate has to perform dis-
sections or operations on the dead body. The time allowed
for each day’s examination is from ten A.M. to four P.M.
We turn to the papers set on this occasion, (which will be

found in another part of our impression,) and we find that
the six questions on Anatomy and Physiology, which were
supposed to occupy the candidates from ten to four on the first
day, are of a very mild standard, about equal to those set for
the Anatomical examination for the Membership, but not to be
compared with those set for the First 11. B. examination at
the University of London. But let that pass, and let us see
what test of .s?<?’e6 knowledge was applied to the aspirants to
the highest walks in surgery. Out of the six questions no less
than four were upon the genito-urinary organs, the others being
on the stock subjects of diseases of the female breast and
strangulated hernia ! Now no doubt the genito-urinary system
is a very important one, but it cannot be said to comprise four-
sixths of the whole of surgery. Nor do the remaining questions
take a very wide range. Is it unnecessary that a Fellow of
the College should know anything of tumours, injuries of the
head, aneurism, diseases of the eye, or diseases of the bones
and joints ? Or are the Examiners, having arrived at that
age when the urinary organs are apt to be troublesome, in-
clined to concentrate their attention too much upon the pelvic
viscera ?
Without exaggeration, this paper is a disgrace to the Fellow-

ship and to the Examiners who set it; and we can conceive
the disgust of well-informed young men who had prepared
themselves for a severe ordeal at finding their energies wasted
for such twaddle. It will probably be news to our readers
that five years ago some slight effort was made to raise the
standard of the examination by importing into it the demon-
stration of microscopic specimens ; but this fell through after
one attempt, partly, we believe, from the indifference of some
of the Examiners who rather pride themselves upon knowing
nothing about such things, and partly because some of the
candidates objected that it was not " in the bond."
We have said that the surgical paper is no test of surgical

knowledge, but the whole thing becomes a farce when we
learn how the papers are scrutinized by the Examiners. It I
will hardly be believed that on the last day of the examination
the papers are not only written, but are reced (Gnd c/’djudicateLl I
too : the system being as follows. Two Examiners take a can-

didate’s papers as soon as he has finished writing, and one
reads them to the other satto voce (for the same thing is going z,

on all round the council-room) ; and the papers are then

marked "good," "middling," or "bad," according to the
opinion of the two Examiners, who, however, may appeal to
the President if they do not agree-which rarely happens, as
it is a great object to save time. Thus a standard of knowledge
is impossible, for different Examiners have widely different
views of excellence: and the safeguard of a system of marks is
much too troublesome to be thought of, and besides would take
up time; and have not the Examiners to settle the papers, put
the candidates through their operations on the dead body, con-
gratulate those who have passed, &c., all between the hours
of four and six P.M.?

Let our readers contrast the test thus applied with the
examination for the Mastership of Surgery at the University

of London, or even with the Bachelorship of Surgery, and they
will allow that reforming Examiners are needed as well as
reforming members of Council. We may remind them also
that it was the College of Surgeons’ interest which successfully
withstood the admission of the latter degree to the general
Register during the last session of the Medical Council.

"ACCEPTED ADDRESSES."
IT is much to be hoped that the homoeopathic treatmen

of the cattle plague may be fully tried. The very false state -
ment that medical men would rather see the cattle die whole-
sale than be treated homceopathically, carries its own refuta-
tion. If the beasts must die, we would rather that they died
under the hands of the persons practising the homoeopathic
delusion. The official representatives of the profession in re-
spect of the cattle plague are the medical members of the
Commission. Far from resisting the application of homoeo-
pathy, they have been anxious to offer the fullest facilities.
As the public organ of the professional feeling, we have now
more than once announced and applauded that anxiety. An

epidemic amongst cattle is precisely an occasion which we
willingly accept to compare the performances with the pro-
mises of the homceopathic practitioners. Our anxiety is as
great as could be that of the most besotted homceopathist that
that practice should be tested here, although for very opposite
reasons. It suits the purpose, however, of those in the secrets
of the practice far better to work without inspection and on
their own terms, than to go straight to the mark and accept a
fair trial on equitable conditions and under inspection. So

that we are not at all surprised that Lord Bury has been
instructed publicly to make the entirely erroneous statement
that the Commission were unwilling to afford a trial-a state-
ment which never had the faintest shadow of truth as a foun-

dation,-and to start an Association for promoting the treat-
ment of cattle by homoeopathy under the influence of this false
assertion and of the gross exaggerations published concerning
the success and official approval of the treatment in Holland.
The statements on that head have been disposed of by the
despatch of the Minister of the Interior of Holland, to which
we last week referred; but these rumours have served their
purpose, and the Association-working without inspection,
and sending paid agents about to undertake treatment without
control, free to select what beasts they please, to call what
they choose "cattle plague," and to report upon their own
practice-will no doubt be able to procure reports of a highly
satisfactory character. At least, if it do not, it will be very
unlike any other Association that was ever formed to promote
anything. The homoeopathists seem very much to have wished
that their application to the Commission had been rejected;
and being accepted, contrary to their premature announcement,
they have acted very much as though it had not been enter-
tained. ____

THE COMMISSION ON VENEREAL DISEASE.

ALTHOUGH the Commission sitting at the Admiralty has now
closed the inquiry upon which it has been occupied for several
months, and concluded the examination of witnesses, the report
cannot be completed for some few weeks. The amount of

evidence taken has been considerable. Amongst the principal
points established will be the usefulness of the system of
examinations instituted under the Contagious Diseases Act,
and a wide basis of facts will be afforded for supporting an ex-
tension of that measure. There is much evidence to show that
the moral usefulness of this restrictive system is not greatly
inferior to its physical utility. The women detained, and pro-
hibited from diffusing disease, are brought under religious
influences while in hospital, and a proportion of them absolutely
reclaimed and restored to their friends. Some doubts have been

expressed as to the propriety of enforcing the provisions of that
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Act, as implying a recognition of the vice which is the parent of
disease. But the permanent and frightfully extensive injuries
inflicted on the population, and especially on the costly trained
men of our naval and military forces, involve facts so serious
that they cannot be overlooked, and require restrictive and
sanitary measures more urgently than most other diseases of
which we seek to limit the spread by legislative measures.
Morally and religiously there is reason to believe that the

unhappy women are likely to be materially benefited by the
influences brought to bear upon them during periods of deten-
tion. The necessity for further Lock hospitals, and the

advisability of an extension of the Contagious Diseases Act,
will probably be among the most important conclusions de-
ducible from the evidence taken. These are matters of national

importance, and it was probably chiefly with a view to the
solution of these questions that the authorities appointed this
Commission.

As to the question of treatment the Commission have found
much less diversity of opinion than was alleged prior to its
appointment. It is very difficult to find now-a-days anyone
who carries out a doctrine of salivation in treating venereal
disease : it is almost as difficult to find anyone who is blind
to the usefulness of mercury, administered in moderate doses,
and employed to combat the progress and effects of the

syphilitic poison without any view to salivation. Nevertheless,
a few surgeons are found who altogether ignore the use of
mercury. The evidence on the other side is overwhehning.
The question of the infecting power of hard and soft chancres
is likely to be decided on the evidence in favour of both soft
and hard chancres possessing a true syphilitic virus capable of
infecting the system. A good deal of striking evidence has
been adduced in this direction. Altogether the general result I
of the Commission will, we apprehend, be to show a stub- i
stantial agreement of the leading surgeons upon most of the Iimportant points in the doctrines and treatment of syphilis,
and to confirm the generally received opinions as against the Ispecial crotchets of individuals more or less eminent.

DR. KIDD’S HOM&OElig;OPATHY.

OLr, faithful and orthodox readers may, perhaps, think us
wavering ; but we cannot forbear the expression of our satis-
faction at the progress of homceopathy, and of a feeling that
we should scarcely be sorry if all the cows in the country be-
longed to Dr. Kidd. Dr. Kidd, it would seem, has cows; and
one of these caught the plague by grazing in a field adjoining
a meadow where several cows had died a month before. The
treatment of this animal by Dr. Kidd afforded the Doctor
an opportunity of a. letter to The Timr:8. One case, it
must be admitted, can supply only an infinitesimal amount
of experience; but we must take the Doctor’s letter for what
it is worth, and get as much light from it as we can on the
nature of those measures on which homcsopathists rely.
Homceopathy, according to Hahnemann, was a mystery only
intelligible to mystics. In a bomccopathic maxim, which he
said could not be 1’efuted by any ce in the world," he
averred that the best dose of medicines was always the very
smallest one in one of the high dynamizations." His favourite
quantity, in his earlier days, was the decillionth of a grain-a
quantity which algebraists declare to be unprocurable, and
which would require a mass of material for admixture larger
than the earth itself. He lived, however, to think this dose
too large, and to declare his decided preference for the mere
smell of a drug, even if it were destitute of odour. " Olfac-
tion" became his favourite remedy in both chronic and acute
diseases. " I can scarcely name," he says, " one in a hundred
out of the many patients who have sought the advice of myself
and assistant during the past year whose chronic and acute
diseases we have not treated with the most happy results solely
by means of this olfaction."

Such was Hahnemann’s homoeopathy, which has always been
unintelligible to the uninitiated. Let us compare it with Dr.

Kidd’s, and our readers will then understand what we mean
by the progress of homoeopathy, and by our satisfaction at this
progress.

Dr. Kidd’s cow that had the plague got the following things
in the course of its treatment, each of which, for clearness’

sake, we shall give separately, and much in the order in which
they occur in the Doctor’s own narrative :-

1. One-tenth of a grain of arsenic every two hours, day and
night, finally doubled, making one-fifth of a grain; by no
means an impalpable dose that would escape the analysis of
Dr. Taylor, as the medicine of the old globules did, seeing that
our ordinary allopathic dose is one-sixtieth of a grain.

2. When the arsenic was doubled in quantity, the mysterious
principle of alternation was had recourse to, and one-fiftieth
of a grain of phosphorus added to the medicine.

3. The warmest and best-ventilated shed.
4. "Quarts of barley-meal gruel poured down" day and

night.
5. Filled the shed with steam, and by the labour of four

men converted it into a vapour bath.
6. The cow having calved, and thought to be dying, Dr.

Kidd got them (the four men) ’’ to pour down her throat four
bottles of Barclay’s stout in eight hours."

7. The cow being nearly dead, " but determined not to give
her up, I ordered the gruel to be made with old ale, the bottled
stout being also continued."

Little by little she recovered. Dr. Kidd was rewarded for
his perseverance by seeing his cow eat hay and take bran-
mashes&mdash;by seeing the milk come, and the calf (for it was
born alive) take the milk and thrive on it; and, for aught we
know, there has been no interruption in the convalescence.

And shall we not rejoice with Dr. Kidd over his recovered
cow ? We shall and do. We are concerned, indeed, for the
peace of Hahnemann. Could he but know that one of his most

distinguished disciples had such vulgar notions of "high
dynamization" as is represented in the pouring down by four
men of these quarts of gruel, Barclay’s stout, and old ale-in
warm fresh air-and last, and evidently least, in arsenic and
phosphorus (not in your imponderable quantities, such as
would be got in the smell of a lucifer match, but in highly ap-
preciable and very heavy doses), -doubtless he might fear that
" experience had refuted" his most cherished maxims. But,
barring this consideration, how great is the progress of hom&oelig;o-
pathy ! how it rises to sense and science ! We could wish,
indeed, that Dr. Kidd had told us his confidential opinion as
to the respective credit which these various measures are to
have in regard to the result&mdash;whether the fifth of a grain of
arsenic and the fiftieth of phosphorus, which we shall put in
one scale, or the air, warmth, gruel, stout, and ale, which we
shall put in another, had most to do with the cure. It is due
to the Doctor to say that the allusion to medicines is mild and
modest. The medicines subside beautifully in the narrative,
and disappear in a scene of warmth and comfort and good
cheer. But we seek information : which of these things was
homceopathic to the disease ? Would that all the poor cows
had Dr. Kidd and his four men to attend them ! We have
heard of sad failures in the homoeopathic treatment of cattle
plague. Which hom&oelig;opathy was it, may we ask ? Was it
Hahnemann’s or Dr. Kidd’s - homoeopathy, or allopathy in
disguise ? 

____

VOTING BY PROXY.

Ix the coming discussion in the Council of the College on
the propriety of applying for a change in the Charter which
will permit the privilege of voting by proxy to be accorded to
country Fellows, one of the most potent arguments likely to
be used by those opposed to that act of justice will probably
consist in the reiteration of one which was employed on a former
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occasion with great effect. Is it worth while to incur the ex- i
pense and inconvenience of an alteration of the Charter for the
sake of this one question ? An affirmative answer, pure and

simple, might meet the facts sufficiently well; but, in truth, it
would not cover the whole ground, nor would it quiet the
apprehensions of those opposed to change, or satisfy the
opinions of those who think that more than one change is I
necessary in the Charter. There are many things in the !,
Charter inconsistent with the progress of the College, and in-
compatible with its efficiency as an examining board. The

deficiency of the examinations of the College of Surgeons is
- acknowledged by those who are acquainted with the superior
tests applied by the University of London, and this will be
more apparent shortly when the Bachelorship of Surgery of
the University is established. It is highly absurd and ano-
malous that the Examiners in Surgery of the College of Sur-
geons should not apply bedside tests of the knowledge of the
candidates such as these same Examiners apply when acting
on behalf of the University of London, as some of them have
done. But the fact is not only that they do not, but they
cannot under the Charter, of which the provisions are incom-
patible with ward examinations. The Charter is in many
respects exceedingly defective; and these two points afford
the strongest ground for approving the necessity of applying
for an alteration. We trust, however, that it will not be limited
to the voting, but that after the affirmation of that point,
involving such application, the Council will proceed to make
necessary alterations in the future constitution of the Court of
Examiners and the mode of conducting examinations.

THE ARMY MEDICAL COMMISSION.

MucH as we distrust the working of official committees, and
large as is the element of bureaucratism in the Committee now 1
sitting at the Admiralty on the claims of the military and
naval medical officers, we believe that the issue of the inquiry
will be a substantial amelioration. There are several reasons i

for this anticipation. The strength of the case is one; but this
is a ground on which former experience of the temper of the
Horse Guards and the pliancy of the War Office and of White-
hall-yard would not allow us to build much. An important sub-
sidiary argument, however, will be derived from the bareness
of the naval medical department and its destitution of officers.
Forty vacancies exist in the navy which cannot be filled up,
.and there is a general tendency of the existing officers to
resign. In the army, too, a large number of assistant-sur-

geons are alarmed and disgusted at the prospect of indefinite
fulfilment of promotion, and are on the point of quitting
the service, only awaiting the conclusions of the Committee
and the action following upon its report to determine their
future course. This we know as a matter of fact, and no
doubt the authorities also are aware of it. We need not now

recapitulate the wishes of the army and navy medical officers ; !,
we have many times discussed them, and for a full statement
on behalf of the navy we may refer to an article in THE

LANCET of Sept. 30th, 1865, and, on the part of the army, to
our numbers for Nov. 14th, 1863, and March 5th, 1864.

DR. LEFT AND THE APOTHECARIES OF
IRELAND.

WE are glad to perceive that the apothecaries of Ireland
have presented Dr. Charles Henry Leet with a substantial and
appropriate token of their esteem, accompanied with a suitable
address. Whilst differing from the Irish Apothecaries’ Com-
pany in their views of their professional status, we have ever
freely acknowledged their high professional attainments. Long
since, we ventured to affirm that to Dr. Leet’s indefatigable
exertions the Irish apothecaries owed much of their present
position. They have now declared that such is the case. We

congratulate Dr. Leet on the distinction he has received, and
trust that his valuable and honourable exertions may be long
available for the interest of the profession generally, of which
he is so justly regarded as a distinguished member.

THE CHOLERA.

WITH the exception of Naples and the governments of Kiev
and Podolia in European Russia, the epidemic is declining,
is stationary, or has ceased in all the centres of infection north
of the Mediterranean. If it were not for the extension of the

malady in Russia, the singularly slight impact of the epidemic
on our own shores hitherto, so different from the antecedent
outbreaks of former epidemics, might almost justify a hope
that England would escape with but a slight visitation. Gra-

dually, however, the disease is advancing towards, nay, in-
deed, has entered, the old track by which central and northern
Europe, and subsequently our own country, were attacked in
1831-32 and 1847-48. We may not, then, hug ourselves in
the pleasant belief that the ravages of the pestilence will not
once more extend to us.
News from America states that a steam-ship, the Atlctnta,

from London zuc Brest, arrived at New York on the 3rd of
November with sick from cholera on board. Eight deaths
from the disease were said to have taken place amongst the
passengers during the voyage; and several cases occurred after
the ship had been sent to the quarantine station. A Phila.

delphia correspondent of The Times, writing on Nov. 7th,
states that the passengers numbered 548; that the first case
of cholera occurred soon after the vessel left Brest ; that the
total number of cases occurring was 60 ; and that of these 16
had died.

Russia.

The following is the latest news from Russia:-The epidemic
has extended to Radomysl (59 miles W.N.W. of Kiev, popu-
lation 4000); Korostichow, in the district of Zvenigorod
(government of Kiev); Talno&eacute;, in the Ouman district (govern-
ment of Kiev) ; Skarglevka ( ? ) and Balta (government of

Podolia, population 12,600).
At Radomysl, out of 25 attacked only 7 died. The news

announcing the appearance of cholera at Balta also announces
its cessation there.
At Berditchev the epidemic is gradually diminishing. The

number of cases average 19 a day.

Italy.
-/Val)les.-Nov. 8th, 96 deaths; 14th, 175; 15th, 189; 16th,

121 ; 17th, 120.
San Giovanni.&mdash;Nov. 4th, 26 cases, 11 deaths; 5th, 44 cases,

14 deaths ; Gth, 23 cases, 9 deaths.


